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, ~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Offlce later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)K Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on 12 January 2004 . 
2a)\3 This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 1-19 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim{s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-19 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet{s) including the correction is required If the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomn PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 2) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 



Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

2) □ Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Tkis office action is a response to tke RCE and amendment filed on January 12; 2004; 
in wkick claims 1-19 are presented for furtker examination. 

Response to Arguments 
2- Applicant's arguments witk respect to claims 1-19 kave keen considered kut are moot in 
view of tke new ground(0) of rejection. 

Dratofngs 

3. Appkcants are required to fumisk tke formal drawings in response tkis office action. No new 
matter may ke iatroduced in tke required drawing. Failure to timely sukmit a drawing will result in 
ABANDONMENT of tke appkcation. 

Claim Refections - 35 U.S.C. § 1 12 

4. Tke following is a quotation of tke second paragrapk of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

Tks ffpedfeeation sWl conclude witk one or more claims particularly pointing out and tJi^tinctly claiming tke fi-utject matter 
wkick tke appkcant regarfls ad kie invention. 
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5. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragrapk; as teing indefinite for 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim tke sutject matter wkick appkcant regards as tke 

invention. 

6. Claim 1 recites tke kmitation "tke addition" in kne 4; and "tke file data" in kne 8. Tkere 
is insufficient antecedent kasis for tkis kmitation in tke claim. 

Claim Rejections - 3S U.S.C. §102 

7. Tke following is a quotation of tke appropriate paragrapks of 35 U.S.C. 102 tkat form tke 
kasis for tke rejections under tkis section made in tkis Office action: 

A person gkall te entitled to a patent ■unless - 

(e) tke invention was tlescritecl in a patent granted on an applicJation for patent ty ano tker Med in tke United 
States tefore tke invention tkereof ty tke appkcant for patent, or on an international appkcation ty anotker wko 
kas fulfilled tke requireinenta of paragrapks (1), (2)/ and (4) of section 3!Zl(c) of tkis title kefore tke invention 
tkereof ky tke appkcant for patent. 

Tke ckanges made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) ky tke American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) do not apply to tke examination of tkis appkcation as tke appkcation keing 
examined was not (1) filed on or after Novemker 29/ 2000, or (2) voluntarily pukksked under 35 
U.S.C. 122(k). Tkereforc; tkis appkcation is examined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to tke 
amendment ky tke AIPA (pre.AIPA35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 




Serial NumLer: 09/697,265: 
Art Unit: 2172: 



4 



8. Claims 9-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as teing anticipated ty Beyda et al.; 
(kerein after "Beyda") US Patent no. 6,012,130. 

As to claim 9/ Beyda discloses tke claimed "a new storage meckanism configure d to tke same 
corresponding nanespace" (coLl, knes 44-67; coL2, knes 24-29); "a component for migrating data 
of a file from tke exiHting storage meckanism to tke new storage meckanism in tke same namespace 
(coL2; knes 30-34); and "a knk file on tke existing storage meckanism, tke knk file associated witk 
information for identifying tke file data on tke new storage meckanism" (coL2; knes 45-65; C0L9, 
lines 59-63). 

As to claim 10, Beyda discloses tke claimed "a meckanism for kandkng file operation requests 
directed to tke knk file via tke file data on tke new storage meckanism"(col.2, knes 45-65; C0L9, 
knes 59-63). 

As to claim 1 1, Beyda discloses tke claimed "wkerein tke meckanism includes a filter driver"(coL2, 
Jines 45-65; coL9; knes 59-63). 



As to claim 12, Beyda discloses tke claimed "wkerein tke meckanism includes executakle code of tke 
file system"(coL2, knes 45-65; coL9; knes 59-63). 
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As to claim 13; BeyJa discloses tke claimed 'Vkerein tke meckanism kandles request for freespace 
ky summing freespace of tke existing storage meckanism witk freespace of tke new storage 
meckanism" (coL2, lines 40-65; coLS, kne 30-col.9; line 65). 

As to claim 14, Bey da discloses tke claimed "wkerein tke information associated witk tke knk file 
comprises a reparse point"(col.2/ knes 40-65; coL5, kne 30-coL9; kne 65). 

As to claim 15, Beyda discloses tke claimed "wkerein tke reparse pint includes tke identity of a file 
containing tke file data" (coL2; knes 40-65; coL5; kne 30-coL9; kne 65). 

As to claim 16; Beyda discloses tke claimed "receiving a request to create a file on tke first storage 
meckanism in tke same space"(coL5; knes 62-65 and coL6; knes 1-18; col. 7; knes 25-55); 
"creating tke file on tke second storage meckanism in tke same namespace ' (col.5, knes 62-coL6; 
line 39; col. 7; knes 38-55;); and "maintaining at least some file data of tke file on tke second 
storage meckanism" (coL8; knes 16-30; coLlO, knes 32-52) and "providing a knk on tke first 
storage meckanism to tke second storage meckanism"(col.2/ knes 45-65; C0L9, knes 59-63). 

As to claim 17, Bejrda discloses tke claimed "returning a file kandle to tke knk"(col.2, knes 45-65; 
knes 59-63). 
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As to claim 18, Beyda discloses tke claimed "detecting tke existing of tke second storage 
mecliaiii0m"(col.2/ lines 45-65; coL9; lines 40-63). 

As to claim 19/ Bejrda discloses tke claimed "receiving requests including tke file kandle to tke knk; 
and modi^dng tke recpiest to include a file kandle to tke file on tke second storage meckanism"(col.2i 
knes 45-65; col.9; knes 40-63). 

9- claims 1-8 would ke aDowakle if rewritten or amended to overcome tke rejection (s) under 35 
U.S-C. 112, second paragrapk, set fortk in tkis Office action. 

Reason Par Allowance 
10. Tke following is an examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance: 

Ue present application kas keen tkorougkly reviewed. Upon searcking a variety of datakases 
(see searck notes in case jacket); tke examiner respectfully sukmits tkat ~ detecting an additional of 
a new storage meckanism not mounted in a namespace of tke file computer system viewakle ky a 
user; and providing a knk on tke existing storage meckanism to tke file data moved to tke new 
storage meckanism suck tkat tke file data moved to tke new storage meckanism is accessikle via tke 
link- in claim 1, and in comkination witk all otker kmitations of dependent and independent claims 
would not found anticipated or okvious over tke prior art made of record (PTO-892; 1449)- 
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Sixice allowaLle suLject matter Las teen indicated; appkcant is encouraged to sutmit formal 
drawings in response to tliis Office Action. Tke early suLmission of formal drawings will permit tke 
Office to review tke drawings for acceptakiliiy and to resolve any informakties remaining tkerein 
kef ore tke appkcation is passed to issue. Tkis will avoid possikle delays in tke issue process. 

Any comments considered necessary ky appkcant must ke sukmitted no later tkan tke 
payment of tke issue fee and; to avoid processing delays, skould prefer akly accompany tk e issue fee. 
Suck sukmissions skould ke clearly lakeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance. 



Conclusion 

11. Any inquiry concerning tkis communication or early communication from tke Examiner 
skould directed to Jean Corrielus wkose telepkone numker is (703) 306-3035. Tke Examiner can 
normally ke reacked on tke weekdays from 7:00am to 5:30pm. 

if attempts to reack tke Examiner ky telepkone are unsuccessful, tke Examiner's supervisor, 
Kim Vuf can ke reacked on (703)305-9343. 

Any response to tkis action skould ke mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarlgg n^ton, D.C. 20231 or faxed to: 

(703) 872-Q306. (for formal communications intended for entry) 
Or: 
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^703^ 872-Q306 (for intjrmal or <iraft commuii ication s , please laLel "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT') 
Hand-delivered responses sko uld te Lrougkt to Crystal ParL II, 2021 Crystal D rive, Arlington. 
VA., Sixtli Floor (Receptionist). 




Patent xlxaniiner 
January 23, 2004 



